
A PLACE TO BECOME… A PROFESSIONAL GOLFER 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Saline County believes in dreaming big and working 

hard. We believe that if you can dream it, no matter who you are you can 

achieve it. However, at our Club it’s not magic that makes dreams come true; 

it’s the support and safety that is provided to our youth every day by our staff. 

Our Club is more than just a place to dream. It’s a place to belong. A place to 

have fun and learn. It’s a place to grow. Our Club is a place to become… your 

greatest self. 

 

J.J. Burks is a 12-year-old aspiring golfer, who attends 7th grade at Benton Middle 

School. J.J. is an avid golfer, saying he “golfs with his dad all the time” All this 

golfing has lead J.J. to dream of becoming a professional golfer when he grows 

up. To show J.J. that our Club is more than just a place where he can dream, we 

had a PGA Professional and former professional golfer, Mr. Jeff Hamm, pay J.J. a 

visit to our Club on June 19th. Jeff has a long history with the PGA. He has been a 

part of the program for 39 years and has had just about every title in the book. 

To prepare J.J. for his visit, our staff sat down with J.J. to find out why he 

dreamed of becoming a golfer. 

 

Q: Why do you want to be a professional golfer when you grow up? 

A: “I have always loved the game and I want to make a living out of it. Also, I 

want my family and future kids to look up to me.” 

 



Q: What would be the most exciting part about being a professional golfer? 

A: “Getting to travel and win tournaments.” 

 

Q: What would be the most difficult part 

about being a professional golfer? 

A: “Not talking to other players and 

learning how to not get frustrated when I 

am not playing well.” 

 

Q: What do you hope to get out of 

speaking with Mr. Jeff Hamm? 

A: “I hope to learn how he stayed so 

dedicated, and how to get more motivated.” 

 

The next day, Mr. Jeff Hamm arrived at the Riverside club bright and early. He 

brought with him all his rings, medals, pictures, passes and more memorabilia 

from his time as a PGA Professional. He greeted J.J. with a big smile and 

presented J.J. with a bundle of goodies that included golf books, PGA 

stationary, and a ball marker for J.J. to take home with him.  

The two sat down together to discuss Jeff’s life and career. J.J. was filled with 

questions regarding Jeff’s winnings, and he was quite impressed when Jeff told 

him he had played golf with the famed Arnold Palmer. Jeff told J.J. he was also 

12-years-old when he started playing the great game of golf.  J.J. told Jeff that 

he really enjoyed the game of golf because it was “a good mind rest from the 

rest of the world” in which Jeff agreed.  



Jeff offered J.J. a lot of great advice during 

their meeting together. J.J. was really interested 

in how Jeff stayed so dedicated and had so 

much success. Jeff told J.J. that “honesty, 

integrity, and the truth” are the key elements to 

being successful. Jeff also told J.J. to always ask 

questions and work hard. To help J.J. get ahead 

in his career, Jeff suggested he go to work at a 

golf course when he is old enough and spend 

as much time around golf as he can. When 

asked if this was an achievable dream, Jeff 

replied “certainly, it is very attainable and worth 

all the hard work.” 

During their interview, J.J. voiced the 

importance of remembering that being a professional isn’t for fame, but it is for 

the love of the game. J.J. told Jeff that sometimes it’s hard for him to not get 

angry or frustrated when he isn’t playing his best, but he always tries to keep a 

smile on his face and he will work harder to do that more.  

The last bit of advice that Jeff gave J.J. before they parted was advice that was 

given to him by Arnold Palmer. Jeff told J.J. to always remember “professionals 

put on pants one leg at a time, just like everyone else.” He told J.J. to always 

have a good attitude, never be arrogant, and always say yes to signing 

autographs. 



 

Before Jeff left, he gave J.J. his card so he can call him at anytime if he ever 

needs any help with golf. With the help of our Club staff and friends like Mr. Jeff 

Hamm, J.J. can achieve his dream of becoming a professional golfer. 

Remember, our Club is a place to become… anything a kid can dream.  

 

 

 

 

 


