
A PLACE TO BECOME… A VETERINARIAN.  

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Saline County believes in dreaming big and working 

hard. We believe that if you can dream it, no matter who you are you can 

achieve it. However, at our Club it’s not magic that makes dreams come true; 

it’s the support and safety that is provided to our youth every day by our staff. 

Our Club is more than just a place to dream. It’s a place to belong. A place to 

have fun and learn. It’s a place to grow. Our Club is a place to become… your 

greatest self.  

 

Everyone loves animals, but especially 12-year-old 

Ariel Thompson. Ariel is enrolled in the 8th grade at 

Benton Junior High, and she is a long-time club 

member who dreams of one day becoming a 

veterinarian. To show Ariel that the Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Saline County is there for her to help her 

achieve her dreams, staff from the Club took Ariel 

on a trip to visit with Dr. Carol Entricken-Lee at 

Benton Veterinary Hospital on July 27.  Before her 

visit, Club staff sat down with Ariel to find out more 

about her life-long passion for animals.  

 

 

Q: Why do you want to be a veterinarian when you grow up? 

A: “I have always loved dogs and reptiles growing up. My favorite type of dog is 

a Pitbull because I have a boy Pitbull named Blue.” 

 

Q: What would be the most exciting part about being a veterinarian? 

A: “Helping sick animals, taking care of them and getting to know them.”  

 

Q: What would be the most difficult part about being a veterinarian? 

A: “Helping animals that do not know me because they might get scared.” 

 



Q: What do you hope to get out of 

job shadowing and visiting the 

veterinarian hospital? 

A: “I hope to learn how to help the 

animals and how to communicate 

with the animals better.” 

 

The following day Ariel and Club staff 

visited the Benton Veterinary Hospital 

where Dr. Lee works. Upon their 

arrival, Ariel noted that her family sometimes takes their animals here, which she 

thought was really neat. Dr. Lee greeted the staff and 

took them into one of the clinics rooms. Dr. Lee is a long-

time veterinarian in Benton, and has been helping 

animals and families from Saline County for years. Dr. 

Lee jumped straight into business and told Ariel 

everything there is to know about becoming a 

veterinarian and the many different paths Ariel could 

take. Dr. Lee told Ariel that if she wants to become a vet 

she needs to start planning now and take as many 

science classes as possible throughout school. She also 

told Ariel about the different colleges in Arkansas that 

offer pre-vet classes, but she told Ariel that she would 

have to attend veterinary school outside of Arkansas. 

However, Ariel did not mind that! Dr. Lee expressed the 

importance of paying attention and doing well in 

school. Dr. Lee also told Ariel that it is very important to get involved in the 

community and suggested she help out at 

shelters or clinics whenever she can because 

that will look good when she applies for 

veterinarian school.  

 

Next, Dr. Lee took Ariel on a tour of the Clinic. 

She started the tour by taking Ariel to the vet 

pharmacy, which is where they make 

medicine onsite so owners have something to 

take home immediately for their sick or injured 

pets. Next, Dr. Lee took Ariel to the lab and inspection room. In this area, Ariel 



was shown where the inspect animals, clean their 

teeth, run blood work and so many other neat 

things. The staff and Ariel were able to meet a 

sweet kitty that had just been treated for a urinary 

infection but was feeling better and getting ready 

to head home!  

 

Dr. Lee then guided Ariel to the surgery station. 

She showed Ariel how the vets get prepared for 

surgery, and then she walked Ariel back into the 

operating room where a sweet puppy was getting 

an ultrasound done! The vets and technicians 

allowed Ariel and Dr. Lee assist them in looking for 

pancreatitis, which was one of Ariel’s favorite parts of the trip! 

 

After the operating room, Ariel and 

Dr. Lee moved into the x-ray room, 

where Dr. Lee showed Ariel a lot of 

different 3D x-ray scans on 

different animals that have visited 

the clinic. Ariel was able to get a 

good look at all the inside parts of 

small and large dogs, and she was 

quite impressed with how clear the 

3D x-rays were!  

 

The group then moved on to the holding rooms, 

where the clinic houses dogs, cats and other 

animals that have been sick and have to stay 

overnight. In some cases, a few of the dogs are 

perfectly healthy and are housed there while their 

owners are away. Because of this, Ariel was able to meet a police dog who was 

staying at the clinic while his owner was on vacation! The police dog was just as 

excited to meet Ariel as Ariel was to meet him.  

 



To end the trip, Dr. Lee and 

Ariel talked about Ariel’s 

Pitbull, Blue, and they also 

talked about a lot of the 

places in Saline County that 

Ariel could volunteer to take 

care of animals in need. 

Rescue efforts was one of the 

main topics that was most 

important to Ariel, and she 

informed Club staff that as 

soon as she is old enough she 

was going to start 

volunteering.   

 

Ariel learned a lot during her 

trip to the Benton Veterinary 

Hospital. Dr. Lee taught Ariel 

the importance of being 

gentle with all animals, and 

told her that is probably the 

most important thing to 

remember while 

communicating with animals. Because of Ariel’s visit to the clinic, she knows the 

importance of volunteering, trying hard in school and planning for the future. 

Ariel informed Club staff after her visit that she wants to work in the operating 

room and perform surgery on animals when she is older.  

 

This visit was the first of many achievements that Ariel will make on her journey to 

becoming a veterinarian, and the Boys & Girls Clubs of Saline County will follow 

her along the way and give her the guidance and support she needs to 

succeed.  



 

 

 


