
A PLACE TO BECOME… A PILOT. 

 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Saline County believes in dreaming big and working 

hard. We believe that if you can dream it, no matter who you are you can 

achieve it. However, at our Club it’s not magic that makes dreams come true; 

it’s the support and safety that is provided to our youth every day by our staff. 

Our Club is more than just a place to dream. It’s a place to belong. A place to 

have fun and learn. It’s a place to grow. Our Club is a place to become… your 

greatest self.  

 

Brody Engle is 10-years-old and dreams of 

becoming a pilot in the Airforce when he 

grows up. Brody currently attends 5th grade 

at Lisa Academy North, but he enjoys 

coming to the Boys & Girls Clubs of Saline 

County during the summer. When staff from 

the Saline County Boys & Girls Club 

(SCBGC) heard of Brody’s dreams about 

becoming an airforce pilot, they reached 

out to Mr. Fred Briner, a lawyer and long-

time pilot, to schedule a meet-and-greet 

with Brody. Before Brody’s highly 

anticipated meeting, SCBGC staff sat down 

for an exclusive interview with Brody. 

 

 

 

Q: Why do you want to be a pilot in the Air force when you grow up? 

A: “My dad and grandpa were in the air force, and I want to help the country 

out and keep people safe. My grandpa was a pilot, which is why I specifically 

wants to be a pilot.” 

 

Q: What would be the most exciting part about being a pilot? 

A: “Learning how to fly the plane.” 



 

Q: What would be the most difficult part about being a pilot? 

A: “Learning how to make the plane flip.” 

 

Q: What do you hope to get out of speaking with a pilot? 

A: “I hope to learn if being a pilot is really worth all the work.” 

 

On February 19th, Brody and SCBGC staff departed to Briner Law Firm in Benton. 

Upon arrival, you could tell Brody was very nervous to meet Mr. Briner. Briner 

greeted Brody with a smile, and they sat down together so Mr. Briner could give 

Brody a little background on himself. It turns out that Mr. Briner owns his own 

airplane, and he has flown as far as the Gulf of Mexico. Brody’s jaw dropped 

when he heard that! Another fun fact Brody learned about Mr. Briner was that 

he took flying lessons at the old Watts Airport, which is where our new Riverside 

Club is now located!  

 

 

 

 



After a nervous Brody listened intently to Mr. 

Briner talk about his life and flying, Mr. Briner took Brody into his office to show 

him pictures from his flying days in hopes of 

inspiring Brody. He also showed Brody a few 

pictures of his plane and told him that he would 

like to schedule another meeting, however this 

time he wants Brody to visit his plane and sit 

behind the pilot’s seat which would be a first time 

for Brody!  

Brody received some great advice from Mr. Briner 

and now knows what it takes to receive his license 

to fly and how to handle emergency situations. 

After returning to the Club, Brody stated he was 

excited to visit Mr. Briner’s plane and stated that 

he “definitely” still dreams of being a pilot one day. Hopefully, with the help of 

the staff of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Saline County and people like Mr. Briner, 



Brody can fulfill his dreams of one day becoming a pilot in the United States Air 

Force.  


